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Activity: Scavenger Hunt  
 
Organize a scavenger hunt – it’s a fun way for youth to get to know your neighborhood, practice safe transportation 
habits, and work together as a team. Teams will travel around your neighborhood (each group with at least one adult) and 
search for items which they can bring back at the end of a specified amount of time. The team with the most items from 
the list wins!  
 
Decide how youth are going to get around. If they are old enough, they could ride Metro Transit light rail or buses*. 
Otherwise, they can walk. Depending on their mode of transportation, set a radius for how far you want them to travel 
during your scavenger hunt. If youth are walking, you may only want to have them travel to locations within a half-mile. If 
youth are taking public transportation, the distance can be much greater.  
 
Decide what you want youth to be looking for on their scavenger hunt. One idea to increase familiarity with 
neighborhood landmarks is to have each group take pictures of themselves at various locations (see ideas below). You 
could also have them bring back items from certain locations. 
 
A good idea is to give each group a map with the locations marked if you want them to go specific places. This will help 
increase their ability to identify where they are and teach them to figure out how to use a map. 
 
Ideas for locations: 

• Neighborhood library 
• Recreation Center 
• Local restaurants 
• Specific playgrounds, parks, or trees 
• Bus stops or shelters 
• Public art  
• Signs or certain intersections. 

 
Resources needed:  

• Map of neighborhood (with locations marked if desired) 
• Lists of locations to visit or items to collect 
• Cameras so that groups can collect proof of where they have gone 
• Adult staff or volunteers to supervise each group 
• Prizes for the group that wins 
• Passes for each youth on Metro Transit if they travel that way. 

 
*Note: If youth are using public transportation, either with passes, tokens, or payment in cash, they should get transfers. 
These transfers provide unlimited rides at the same fare level for 2.5 hours from the first time they use their card or token. 
For this reason, it makes sense to schedule your scavenger hunt for no longer than 2.5 hours, and make sure that there 
isn’t a fare increase during that time (see Field Trip Tips (page 26) for details about hours and rates). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


